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Built in the heart of the Empire City is the worldÃ¯Â¿Â½s greatest and most iconic railway terminal.

A colossal Beaux-Arts style transport nexus, Grand Central Terminal was completed in 1913 from

the legacy of the railroad tycoon Cornelius Vanderbilt. The terminal quickly became vital to travel

and today accommodates 750,000 people daily. This book documents the construction of Grand

Central Terminal, the former Grand Central Depot (1871) and Grand Central Station (1900), and

illuminates the incredible story of the terminal that revolutionized transport, developed Midtown

Manhattan, and opened railroad access to suburban areas.
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While the title and cover photo suggest this book concentrates on the actual construction, this book

takes a much broader view. There are pictures of the Vanderbilt mansions, mausoleums and the

Croton Aqueduct which are somewhat peripheral to the title. There are even excursions to Paris and

London. So, photos of the construction of GCT are truly in the minority. The later chapter cover



suburban stations on what is now the Metro North system. If you're interested in a general overview,

this book may be for you. But this is not the book if you're trying to learn more about Grand Central

Terminal's construction and development.
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